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YEAR 11                        HISTORY (OPTION)                MARKING SCHEME  

Section A: Maltese History 

Question 1. Malta at War: The First World War 

1.1 Nurse of the Mediterranean 1 

1.2 Injured soldiers were being brought from the war theatre. 2 

1.3 barracks; schools 1,1 

1.4 Accept any one of the following: 

A Maltese Labour Battalion was sent to Gallipoli to dig trenches; 

Maltese were engaged in war-related work in the harbours. 

2 

1.5 Tents were set up and buildings were turned into hospitals to 

accommodate the war casualties. 

1 

 

1.6 Food supplies became increasingly scarce. 

Food prices were rising. 

Wages were low. 

1 

1 

1 

1.7 A large workforce at the dockyard was required to provide the many 

ships arriving from the Dardanelles Campaign with repair or refit and 

the crew and casualties with transportation. 

3 

1.8 The Sette Giugno 1 

(Total: 15 marks) 

Question 2. Malta at War: The Second World War 

2.1 Source D shows how Malta was used as a base from which aerial 

attacks could be carried out on Sicily and North Africa and enemy 

ships in the Mediterranean.  

2 

2.2.1 Source E describes an air raid over Malta and a typical scene 

immediately after an air strike.  

2 

2.2.2 The Grand Harbour area was a strategic area of great importance 

because of the presence of the dockyard. This was crucial for the 

British naval fleet.  

2 

2.2.3 Accept any one of the following: 

The Maltese living in the Grand Harbour areas had their homes 

damaged or destroyed by enemy bombings;  

They had to migrate to safer locations in Malta; 

The Maltese had to seek shelter whenever there was an air strike. 

2 

2.3 Victory Kitchens provided the Maltese with rationed food supplies at 

a time when these were hard to come by. 

3 
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2.4 2.4.1 - 3 

2.4.2 - 1 

2.4.3 - 4 

2.4.4 - 2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(Total: 15 marks) 

Question 3. Essay 

3.1 Reference should be made to the following points regarding each 

aspect: 

 

Economic: Increase in food prices, particularly bread – unemployed 

workers – discharges from the dockyard. 

Political: Maltese politicians hoped for constitutional reforms – the 

Sette Giugno riots. 

Social: Loss of lives – emergence of trade unionism, particularly at 

the dockyard. 

 

3.2 Reference should be made to how Malta was used as a naval and air 

base against Axis operations:  

 

Malta dominated the seaways of the central Mediterranean – Malta 

was the operational headquarters of Allied attacks on Sicily – the 

British naval force was continuously threatening German and Italian 

operations in North Africa – the consequences related with all this 

(e.g. air raid attacks; important locations hit by enemy attacks; 

importance of allied convoys to Malta). 

 

3.3 In discussing the way Malta contributed to the efforts during both 

wars, reference should be made to: 

 

First World War: medical services offered to casualties – enrolment 

in Labour battalions which were sent to the Dardanelles – work 

related to war ships in the harbours – Maltese manning the 

minesweeping flotilla and assembling seaplanes. 

 

Second World War: manning anti-aircraft guns – sailors in the British 

navy – digging of shelters – air raid precautions and air raid wardens 

– forming post-air raid rescuing teams – manning of pill boxes by the 

Coast Regiments – the King’s Own Malta Regiment – staff and 

volunteers who managed the rationing and Victory Kitchens.  

 

 

(Total: 20 marks) 
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Section B: European and International History 

Question 4. The Cold War 

4.1 Germany 1 

4.2 Not necessarily in this order:  

(a) Britain  

(b) USA 

(c) France               

(d) USSR 

 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4.3  Yalta 2 

4.4 Accept any one of the following:  

Germany would undergo demilitarization and denazification; the 

status of Poland was discussed; Roosevelt obtained a commitment by 

Stalin to participate in the United Nations; Stalin agreed to enter the 

fight against the Empire of Japan; Nazi war criminals were to be found, 

and put on trial in the territories where their crimes had been 

committed; Nazi leaders found guilty of war crimes were to be 

executed. 

2 

4.5.1 (a) West Germany 

(b) East Germany 

1 

1 

4.5.2 (a) Democracy  

(b) Communism 

1 

1 

4.5.3 Accept any one of the following:  

Communism revolves around a totalitarian (centralised) government; 

planned economy; dictatorship of the "proletariat"; common 

ownership of the tools of production; no private property; anti-

democratic with a one-party system; no religious toleration; atheist 

state.  

 

In a democracy, rule is by majority; people elect representatives in 

elections; freedom of speech and religion; free market economy. 

2 

(Total: 15 marks) 

Question 5. The division of Germany 

5.1 Berlin 1 

5.2 To stop East Berliners from crossing to West Berlin and thus to West 

Germany. 

2 

5.3.1 (a) President Ronald Reagan 

(b) President Mikhail Gorbachev 

1 

1 

5.3.2 Reagan called for the General Secretary of the Communist Party of 

the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, to open the Berlin Wall, which 

had separated West and East Berlin since 1961. 

2 

5.4 In the summer of 1989, the Berlin Wall lost its purpose when 

Hungarian border guards begin removing border fortifications and 

4 
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barbed wire at the country’s frontier with Austria, the first chink in the 

Iron Curtain that separated Europe’s east and west. It allowed East 

Germans to pass through Hungary on their way to Austria and West 

Germany. Honecker is removed as East German leader after 18 years 

in power, replaced by Egon Krenz. East Germany opens its heavily 

fortified border after 28 years. The East German regime collapsed and 

on November 9, enthusiastic citizens began to demolish the wall 

without interference. 

5.5 The fall of the Berlin Wall subsequently led to the reunification of 

Germany in 1990 within the Federal Republic of Germany. It also 

marked the start of the fall of Communism in eastern and central 

Europe. 

4 

(Total: 15 marks) 

Question 6. Essay 

6.1 Reference should be made to the following points:  

The Yalta and Postdam Conferences; Roosevelt and Truman and 

their relationship with Stalin; Truman Doctrine; invention of the 

atomic bomb 

 

6.2 Reference should be made to the following points:  

The creation of the West German and East German states; Soviet 

ban on all rail traffic, water and electricity supply between Berlin and 

West Germany; the Berlin Airlift; how it ended and its significance in 

the Cold War. 

 

6.3 Reference should be made to the following points: 

Churchill’s speech; the meaning of the term ‘Iron Curtain’ and what 

it refers to; what the Iron Curtain meant in actual fact for the Cold 

War – two different ideologies, two different economic systems, two 

rival military alliances, two different ways of life. 

 

(Total: 20 marks) 

 


